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E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, GE, CU 

SUBJECT: FIDEL CASTRO'S VISIT TO EAST BERLIN 

1 . CUBAN LEADER FIDEL CASTRO PADI A WEEKEND VISIT TO 
EAST BERLIN APRIL 2-4 TO MEET WITH GDR CHIEF HONECKER 
AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE SED POLITBURO. NEWS OF CASTRO'S 
VISIT. WHICH EXTENDED FROM LATE SATURDAY AFTERNOON TO 
NOON OF THE FOLLOWING MONDAY. WAS LATE IN COMING. 

NEUES DEUTSCHLAND PUBLISHED THE FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
CASTRO'S VISIT IN ITS WEEKEND EDITION WHICH APPEARED 

THE MORNING HE ARRIVED. IT APPEARED TO THE PUBLIC 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 05686 060902Z 

AT LEAST THAT CASTRO'S COMING TO EAST BERLIN WAS 
ARRANGED AT THE LAST MINUTE. CASTRO DEPARTED EAST 
BERLIN FOR MOSCOW ON APRIL 4. 

2. THE PRESS COMMUNIQUE AT THE END OF THE VISIT AND 

THE TOASTS WHICH WERE GIVEN BY CASTRO AND HONECKER AT 
A DINNER DURING THE VISIT . EMPHASIZED THE FRATERNAL 
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TIES BETWEEN THE GDR AND CUBA AND THEIR RESOLVE TO 
WORK TOGETHER WITH THE SOVIET UNION TO FURTHER THE 
COMMUNIST CAUSE ON A WORLDWIDE BASIS. THE THEME OF 
ANTI-IMPERIALISM, PARTICULARLY AS IT APPLIES TO AFRICA, 

WAS PROMINENT IN CASTRO'S TOAST. HONECKER WAS STRONG 
ON THE SOVIET CONNECTION AND HE MADE THE ONLY REFERENCE 
TO CHAIRMAN OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE SUPREME SOVIET 
PODGORNY'S RECENT VISIT TO AFRICA. HONECKER USED THE 
OCCASION TO PROCLAIM GDR SOLIDARITY WITH THE " ONLY 
COMMUNIST COUNTRY " IN AMERICA (SIC) AND CASTRO SAID 
THAT HE FELT A PARTICULAR RESPONSIBILITY FOR LATIN 
AMERICA WHICH IS BEING " EXPLOITED BY IMPERIALISM" 

ONE PARAGRAPH IN THE PRESS COMMUNIQUE IS DEVOTED TO 
EXPRESSIONS OF SUPPORT FOR NAMIBIA, SIMBABWE, AND AGAINST 
APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA. ANOTHER IS GIVEN TO SUPPORT 
FOR THE ASPIRATION OF PANAMA AND PUERTO RICO AND 
AGAINST THE REGIME IN CHILE. 

3. IDEOLGOICALLY, THE PRESS COMMUNIQUE GIVES EQUAL 
SPACE TO THE PRINCIPLES OF MARXIST-LENINISM AND TO 
PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM, WITH BOTH BEING SOMEWHAT 
BURIED IN THE TEXTS. CASTRO PREFERRED MARXIST- 
LENINSIM IN HIS TOAST. 

4. COMMENT: CASTRO'S BRIEF EAST BERLIN VISIT PROVIDED 

THE GDR WITH ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO PARADE ITS WORLDWIDE 
COMMITMENT TO COMMUNISM AND TO MANIFEST THROUGH CASTRO'S 
STOPOVER THAT THERE IS NO IDEOLOGICAL DETENTE FOR THE 
GDR. THIS ATTITUDE STANDS IN CONTRAST TO A PART OF 
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THE COMMUNIQUE WHICH PLEDGES THE TWO COUNTRIES TO 
SEEK GLOBAL PEACE AND A RELAXATON OF TENSIONS. BRIEF 
MENTION WAS MADE OF ECONOMIC COORDINATION BETWEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES. 
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